
In Focus: Grades 3–5

Criticism vs Constructive Criticism
Criticism Constructive Criticism

You are lazy! You are intelligent! You are having trouble turning in assignments. I 
suggest that you...

Your writing is terrible! You have great ideas! There are a lot of spelling errors. Use your 
dictionary to look up words. I suggest that you work on your spelling 
by doing...

You are very weak in math! You are great with shapes and geometry! You are having trouble 
adding numbers. I suggest that you...
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