In the News

5 Ways to Save American Education: Jay Mathew’s article, posted on The Washington Post site, summarizes the recent school reform suggestions put forth by Marc Tucker and his research team. Tucker is the president of the National Center on Education and the Economy, and his suggestions for improving education here in America are based on what has worked in places like Japan, Finland, and Canada. Among his recommendations are making teacher training more competitive, ending annual standardized testing, and raising teachers’ salaries significantly. Mathews also adds his predictions about the chances of these reforms happening here.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/class-struggle/post/5-ways-to-save-american-education/2011/12/14/gIQAgtH1uO_blog.html
The ‘Super Heroes’ Are Already Here:  SchoolBook shares this article by Maxine Nodel, principal of Millennium Art Academy in the Bronx. Ms. Nodel champions the teachers in her school who already are superwomen and supermen (referring to the documentary Waiting for Superman). According to Nodel, many on her staff possess the “ability to treat each student with intellectual dignity . . . regardless of . . . learning ability, plight, or societal baggage.” These teachers reach out in real-life ways and make big differences in the lives of their students. The formula at this Bronx high school appears to be teachers believing in students + students immersed in a critical-thinking atmosphere = hope. (Also on SchoolBook, read Laura Klein’s recent blog post about providing her students with the very best she can offer—“something steady and certain.”
http://www.nytimes.com/schoolbook/2011/12/23/the-super-heroes-are-already-here/    

http://www.nytimes.com/schoolbook/2012/01/02/sometimes-you-have-to-settle-for-just-being-there/)

Studio H: How Design/Build Curriculum Can Transform a Community:

Suzie Boss contributes this story to Edutopia, examining how high school students in Bertie County, North Carolina, have contributed their time and talents to their community and earned early college credit through a new project-based program called Studio H. Juniors spend three hours each day learning design/construct principles and applying math, science, and writing skills along the way. During the pilot year of the program, students used the inquiry process to both define and solve problems, building a number of useful structures. And besides the academic gains, these students have earned the respect of their community.
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/design-build-curriculum-pbl-suzie-boss
Museums Key to STEM Success: Ioannis Miaoulis, president and director of the Museum of Science in Boston, reminds us in this posting on the USNews site that museums and other science centers can play an important role in amping up STEM education. For one, museums offer the interactive activities that can really excite students and get them to think seriously about pursuing STEM careers. Many also offer professional development programs and workshops to help teachers provide high-quality science and math lessons as well as introduce their students to technology and engineering topics in an engaging way. This article shares a wealth of information about using museums’ vast resources.

http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/stem-education/2011/12/07/museums-key-to-stem-success
STEM and Urban Schools: Opportunities to Escape Poverty’s Cycle: Gloria Bonilla-Santiago has a compelling idea for helping students from impoverished communities aim for and achieve their places in science, technology, engineering, or math careers. No matter their social plight, students at LEAP Academy, founded by Bonilla-Santiago, are steeped in a “culture of success” and pointed toward college. To provide students with the best STEM instruction available, LEAP recruits “teachers from industry who are scientists first, educators second.” LEAP also partners with a local university for professional development opportunities. The article touches on other strategies that seem to be making this model work.

http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/stem-education/2011/12/19/stem-and-urban-schools-opportunities-to-escape-povertys-cycle-
Tony Blair’s Adviser Starts a Free School: The Guardian Web site offers Janet Murray’s report on a new school in the London borough of Newham. School 21 is slated to prepare students (ages 4 to 18) for the 21st century. The school’s founder, Peter Hyman, left a government career to jump feet-first into education. He worked as a classroom assistant, training to be a history teacher, and finally becoming a deputy head. His ideas include studying subjects together rather than in isolation, applying lessons in thinking, and doing more project-based learning. Hyman wants his school to be a “place of joy, discovery, wonder and imagination,” and the article includes many elements of his carefully considered plan to help his students achieve something great.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2012/jan/03/tony-blair-adviser-starts-free-school
